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General Considerations: 

• Academic Performance: Most universities require a certain level of academic achievement, often 
measured by an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) score for domestic students or equivalent 
for international students. 

• Prerequisites: Some courses might require specific subjects at a certain level in Year 12, like 
Mathematics for Engineering or Physics for Science degrees. 

• English Proficiency: For international students, proof of English language proficiency (IELTS, TOEFL, 
PTE Academic, etc.) is often necessary. 

• Pathway Programs: If you don't meet direct entry requirements, many universities offer foundation 
or diploma programs to help you gain admission. 

• Interviews or Auditions: Some programs like Medicine, Law, or Fine Arts might require interviews, 
auditions, or additional tests. 

Subject-Specific Requirements: 

• Arts and Humanities: No specific prerequisites beyond a general ATAR, though some might require 
English or History. 

• Science and Engineering: Typically need high-level Mathematics, Physics, or Chemistry. 
Engineering might also require additional Maths units. 

• Health Sciences (e.g., Medicine, Nursing): Often require Biology, Chemistry, and sometimes 
Physics, along with high ATAR scores. Medicine programs might require additional entrance exams 
like the UCAT. 

• Business/Commerce: Mathematics is often recommended or required. High ATAR scores are 
necessary for competitive programs. 

• Information Technology: Mathematics is usually required, with some programs needing specific 
computing or technology-related subjects. 

Additional Pathways and Considerations: 

• Special Entry Schemes: Some universities offer schemes for rural students, Indigenous students, or 
those from disadvantaged backgrounds, which might adjust ATAR requirements. 

• Portfolio Entry: For certain creative courses, a portfolio might be considered alongside or instead of 
traditional academic results. 
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• Mature Age Entry: Adults without recent formal education can sometimes enter via mature age 
entry schemes, which might consider work experience, previous education, or completed bridging 
courses. 

• International Qualifications: International students might need their qualifications assessed by a 
body like AEI-NOOSR or have them directly converted to an ATAR equivalent by UAC. 

Application Process: 

• Application through UAC or QTAC: For most Australian universities, applications are managed 
through state-based bodies like the Universities Admissions Centre (UAC) in New South Wales or 
Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre (QTAC) in Queensland. 

• Direct University Application: Some universities or specific courses might require or allow direct 
applications. 

• Early Offers: Some universities offer early entry based on Year 11 results or other criteria before 
final Year 12 results are known. 

Preparation Tips: 

• Check Specifics: Each university and course might have unique requirements, so check the 
university's website or contact admissions for precise details. 

• Prepare for English Tests: If you're an international student, start preparing for English language 
tests well in advance. 

• Enhance Your Application: Engage in extracurricular activities, volunteer work, or internships that 
align with your field of study. This can be beneficial, especially for competitive courses. 

• Understand ATAR: Know how your subjects contribute to your ATAR and aim to excel in areas 
relevant to your desired course. 

Note: Requirements can vary by institution and change from year to year, so it's crucial to verify current 
information from the universities you're interested in. 

IMPORTANT: At Acacia Tutoring we believe all educational resources should be free, as 
education, is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of an equitable society. By 
removing financial barriers, we ensure that all students, regardless of their socioeconomic 
background, have equal access to high-quality learning materials.  This inclusivity 
promotes fairness, helps bridge achievement gaps, and fosters a society where every 
individual can reach their full potential.  

Furthermore, free resources empower teachers and parents, providing them with tools to 
support diverse learners and improve outcomes across communities. Education benefits 
everyone, and making resources universally accessible ensures we build a more informed, 
skilled, and prosperous future for all.  

All documents are formatted as a .pdf file, and are completely FREE to use, print and 
distribute - as long as they are not sold or reproduced to make a profit.  

N.B. Although we try our best to produce high-quality, accurate and precise materials, we at Acacia Tutoring are still human, these 
documents may contain errors or omissions, if you find any and wish to help, please contact Jason at info@acaciatutoring.com.au .
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