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Academic Milestones: 

Term 1: 
Subject Expansion: Continuation with core subjects but with increased rigour, introducing more 
sophisticated concepts. Electives might include more specialised areas like Digital Technologies or 
Visual Arts. 
Career Exploration: More focused career talks or workshops, possibly including visits to workplaces 
or universities to explore future pathways. 
Goal Setting: Personal and academic goal setting with an eye towards senior school choices, 
including potential subjects for Year 10. 

Term 2: 
NAPLAN (if applicable): If Year 9 takes NAPLAN, preparation will intensify, focusing on advanced 
strategies for the tests. 
Excursions: Educational trips related to curriculum subjects, like a trip to a historical site for History 
or a science museum for Biology. 
Leadership Opportunities: Begin taking on roles in school leadership or clubs, fostering 
responsibility and leadership skills. 

Term 3: 
Subject Selection for Year 10: A critical period where students choose subjects for Year 10, which 
will influence their senior school studies. Career counselling sessions are common. 
Complex Projects: Projects now require more in-depth research, analysis, and possibly integration 
across subjects.  
Community Service: Opportunities to engage in community service or environmental projects, 
linking academic learning with civic duty. 

Term 4: 
End-of-Year Exams: More formal assessments, including exams or extended projects, evaluating the 
year's learning comprehensively. 
Cultural Events: Participation or leadership in cultural activities, sports carnivals, or school plays, 
emphasising personal development. 
Reflection and Transition: Structured reflection on academic progress and preparation for the 
transition to Year 10, which marks the beginning of senior schooling. 
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Study Schedule: 

Daily: 
Homework: 1.5-2 hours, with a focus on understanding complex concepts, particularly in subjects 
chosen for Year 10. 
Self-Directed Study: Begin encouraging students to take initiative in their learning, perhaps 
choosing topics of interest for deeper study. 

Weekly: 
Subject Review: Three sessions per week, with one possibly dedicated to a subject of difficulty or 
interest, each session around 1 hour. 
Group Study: Study groups should now include more peer teaching or quizzing each other to 
enhance understanding and retention. 

Monthly: 
Progress Review: Monthly reflection on academic achievements, setting new objectives, and 
possibly mock exams to simulate senior year conditions. 
Study Skills Development: Workshops or sessions on advanced study techniques like critical 
reading, effective note-taking for different subjects, or stress management during exams. 

Project Management Tips: 

Cross-Disciplinary Projects: 
Integration: Projects that blend subjects, like a Geography project with elements of Science, 
teaching students to see connections between disciplines. 
Longer Duration: Projects might span a term or more, teaching long-term planning and sustained 
effort. 

Detailed Planning: 
Project Timelines: Use of Gantt charts or more detailed project planners to manage time across 
extended periods. 
Checklists and Milestones: Detailed checklists with clear milestones to break down large projects 
into manageable parts. 

Collaboration and Presentation: 
Enhanced Teamwork: Formalise roles within project groups, encouraging leadership, negotiation, 
and conflict resolution skills. 
Public Speaking: More formal presentations, possibly to larger audiences or at school events, 
focusing on persuasive speaking and handling Q&A sessions. 
Feedback Loops: Regular self and peer assessment, using rubrics to provide constructive feedback 
on both process and product. 

This guide for Year 9 students aims to prepare them for the challenges of senior school by fostering 
independence in learning, deeper subject knowledge, and the ability to manage increasingly complex 
academic tasks. 
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IMPORTANT: At Acacia Tutoring we believe all educational resources should be free, as 
education, is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of an equitable society. By 
removing financial barriers, we ensure that all students, regardless of their 
socioeconomic background, have equal access to high-quality learning materials.  This 
inclusivity promotes fairness, helps bridge achievement gaps, and fosters a society 
where every individual can reach their full potential.  

Furthermore, free resources empower teachers and parents, providing them with tools 
to support diverse learners and improve outcomes across communities. Education 
benefits everyone, and making resources universally accessible ensures we build a more 
informed, skilled, and prosperous future for all.  

All documents are formatted as a .pdf file, and are completely FREE to use, print and 
distribute - as long as they are not sold or reproduced to make a profit.  

N.B. Although we try our best to produce high-quality, accurate and precise materials, we at Acacia Tutoring are still human, these 
documents may contain errors or omissions, if you find any and wish to help, please contact Jason at info@acaciatutoring.com.au .
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