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N.B. A SWOT analysis is an expansion of the ‘Pros and Cons’ idea. 

Public Schools 

Strengths: 
• Accessibility: Public schools are geographically spread out, making them accessible to most 

families regardless of where they live in Queensland. 
• Cost: Public education is free, which alleviates financial pressure on families. 
• Diversity: Public schools often have a diverse student body, promoting an inclusive educational 

environment. 
• Community Engagement: Many public schools have strong ties to local communities, with various 

community support and events. 

Weaknesses: 
• Resource Limitations: Public schools might face funding issues which can affect the quality of 

facilities, class sizes, or extracurricular activities. 
• Teacher Availability: There can be a shortage of specialised teachers or high teacher turnover in 

some areas. 
• Standardised Curriculum: Less flexibility in curriculum customisation compared to private schools. 

Opportunities: 
• Government Initiatives: Increasing government focus on educational equity might lead to 

improved resources and facilities. 
• Special Programs: Many public schools offer special programs like sports academies, arts, or STEM, 

which can be on par or superior to private offerings. 

Threats: 
• Funding Cuts: Changes in government policy could lead to reduced funding. 
• Socioeconomic Disparities: Schools in less affluent areas might struggle more than those in 

wealthier neighbourhoods. 
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Private Schools 

Strengths: 
• Smaller Class Sizes: Generally, smaller student-teacher ratios allow for more personalised attention. 
• Specialised Education: More flexibility to tailor education to individual student needs or interests, 

including specialised curriculums. 
• Facilities and Resources: Often better equipped with modern facilities, technology, and 

extracurricular activities. 
• Networking: Opportunities for networking among affluent families can be beneficial for future 

opportunities. 

Weaknesses: 
• High Costs: Tuition fees can be prohibitive, which might not be affordable for all families. 
• Selective Admission: Not all students might fit the demographic or academic profile that private 

schools look for. 
• Less Diversity: Can sometimes be less diverse socioeconomically and culturally, which might not 

prepare students for broader societal interaction. 

Opportunities: 
• Scholarships and Bursaries: Many private schools offer financial assistance, opening up access to 

those who might not otherwise be able to afford it. 
• Innovation in Teaching: Private schools can be more agile in adopting new educational 

methodologies due to less bureaucratic supervision. 

Threats: 
• Economic Downturns: Economic conditions can affect enrolment if families can no longer afford 

fees. 
• Public Perception: Negative events or scandals can impact reputation and enrolment. 
• Competition: Increasing competition from high-performing public schools or new private 

institutions. 

Homeschooling 

Strengths: 
• Personalised Learning: Education can be tailored to the child's pace, interests, and learning style. 
• Flexibility: Families have control over the curriculum, schedule, and educational approach. 
• Family Bonding: More time spent together can strengthen family relationships. 

Weaknesses: 
• Socialisation: Ensuring adequate social interaction can require additional effort from parents. 
• Time and Effort: Homeschooling demands significant time and effort from parents or caregivers. 
• Resource Availability: Access to specialised resources or facilities might be limited. 

Opportunities: 
• Community Support: Growing homeschool networks provide resources, co-ops, and social events. 
• Educational Innovation: Opportunity to use innovative teaching methods and resources. 
• Tailored Education: Can focus on areas of special interest or need, potentially leading to early 

specialisation. 
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Threats: 
• Legal Compliance: Keeping up with registration and legal requirements. 
• Public Perception: There can be misconceptions about the quality or legitimacy of homeschool 

education. 
• Isolation: Potential for educational or social isolation if not well-managed. 

Conclusion for Parents 

When deciding between public, private, or homeschooling in Queensland, consider: 

• Financial Situation: How much can you afford without compromising other family needs? 
• Child's Needs: Does your child require special educational support, or do they thrive in smaller, 

more focused environments? 
• Long-term Goals: What kind of educational and social environment will best prepare your child for 

their future? 

It's advisable to visit schools, talk to educators, current parents, and students where possible, and weigh 
these S.W.O.T. factors against your family's specific circumstances. Remember, the "best" school choice can 
vary greatly from one child to another, even within the same family. 

Bibliography 

▪ Private vs Public School: Which is Better? | Swoosh Finance. Accessed January (2025) from: https://
www.swoosh.com.au/blog/choosing-private-public-school/  

▪ Public vs. Private School: Working Out What’s Right For Your Family - Jacaranda Finance. Accessed January (2025) 
from: https://www.jacarandafinance.com.au/general/private-school-vs-public-school/ 

▪ Public schools actually outperform private schools, and with less money — Power to Persuade. Accessed January (2025) 
from: https://www.powertopersuade.org.au/blog/public-schools-actually-outperform-private-schools-and-with-less-
money/29/4/2019  

▪ The Best Public & Private Schools in Queensland (2025) - Excel Academics. Accessed January (2025) from: https://
excelacademics.com.au/blog/the-best-private-and-public-schools-in-queensland/  

▪ Private school funding in Australia has increased at five times rate of public schools, analysis shows | Australian 
education | The Guardian. Accessed January (2025) from: https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/16/
private-school-funding-has-increased-at-five-times-rate-of-public-schools-analysis-
shows#:~:text=Government%20funding%20for%20private%20schools,to%20a%20needs%2Dbased%20scheme.  

▪ Going to private school won’t make a difference to your kid’s academic scores - The Conversation. Accessed January 
(2025) from: https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-
academic-scores/
#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%2
0to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D  

▪ Homeschooling in QLD in 2025 – What You Need To Know - My Homeschool. Accessed January (2025) from: https://
myhomeschool.com/au/homeschooling/australia/qld/
#:~:text=Homeschooling%20in%20QLD%202025,HEU%20(Home%20Education%20Unit).  

▪ Homeschooling in Queensland - ThriveTutors. Accessed January (2025) from: https://www.thrivetutors.com.au/
homeschooling-in-queensland-new-legislative-changes/  

N.B. Developed with help of AI (chatGPT / Grok) 

                Acacia Tutoring Australia   ..  www.acaciatutoring.com.au       info@acaciatutoring.com.au        Page  of          3 4

https://www.swoosh.com.au/blog/choosing-private-public-school/
https://www.swoosh.com.au/blog/choosing-private-public-school/
https://www.jacarandafinance.com.au/general/private-school-vs-public-school/
https://www.powertopersuade.org.au/blog/public-schools-actually-outperform-private-schools-and-with-less-money/29/4/2019
https://www.powertopersuade.org.au/blog/public-schools-actually-outperform-private-schools-and-with-less-money/29/4/2019
https://www.powertopersuade.org.au/blog/public-schools-actually-outperform-private-schools-and-with-less-money/29/4/2019
https://excelacademics.com.au/blog/the-best-private-and-public-schools-in-queensland/
https://excelacademics.com.au/blog/the-best-private-and-public-schools-in-queensland/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/16/private-school-funding-has-increased-at-five-times-rate-of-public-schools-analysis-shows#:~:text=Government%20funding%20for%20private%20schools,to%20a%20needs%2Dbased%20scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/16/private-school-funding-has-increased-at-five-times-rate-of-public-schools-analysis-shows#:~:text=Government%20funding%20for%20private%20schools,to%20a%20needs%2Dbased%20scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/16/private-school-funding-has-increased-at-five-times-rate-of-public-schools-analysis-shows#:~:text=Government%20funding%20for%20private%20schools,to%20a%20needs%2Dbased%20scheme
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2022/feb/16/private-school-funding-has-increased-at-five-times-rate-of-public-schools-analysis-shows#:~:text=Government%20funding%20for%20private%20schools,to%20a%20needs%2Dbased%20scheme
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-academic-scores/#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%20to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-academic-scores/#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%20to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-academic-scores/#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%20to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-academic-scores/#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%20to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D
https://www.parentsvictoria.asn.au/issues/going-to-private-school-wont-make-a-difference-to-your-kids-academic-scores/#:~:text=kid's%20academic%20scores-,Going%20to%20private%20school%20won't%20make%20a%20difference%20to,after%20accounting%20for%20socioeconomic%20background.%E2%80%9D
https://myhomeschool.com/au/homeschooling/australia/qld/#:~:text=Homeschooling%20in%20QLD%202025,HEU%20(Home%20Education%20Unit)
https://myhomeschool.com/au/homeschooling/australia/qld/#:~:text=Homeschooling%20in%20QLD%202025,HEU%20(Home%20Education%20Unit)
https://myhomeschool.com/au/homeschooling/australia/qld/#:~:text=Homeschooling%20in%20QLD%202025,HEU%20(Home%20Education%20Unit)
https://www.thrivetutors.com.au/homeschooling-in-queensland-new-legislative-changes/
https://www.thrivetutors.com.au/homeschooling-in-queensland-new-legislative-changes/
http://www.acaciatutoring.com.au
mailto:info@acaciatutoring.com.au




Member of the Australian Tutoring Association

IMPORTANT: At Acacia Tutoring we believe all educational resources should be free, as 
education, is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of an equitable society. By 
removing financial barriers, we ensure that all students, regardless of their 
socioeconomic background, have equal access to high-quality learning materials.  This 
inclusivity promotes fairness, helps bridge achievement gaps, and fosters a society 
where every individual can reach their full potential.  

Furthermore, free resources empower teachers and parents, providing them with tools to 
support diverse learners and improve outcomes across communities. Education benefits 
everyone, and making resources universally accessible ensures we build a more 
informed, skilled, and prosperous future for all.  

All documents are formatted as a .pdf file, and are completely FREE to use, print and 
distribute - as long as they are not sold or reproduced to make a profit.  

N.B. Although we try our best to produce high-quality, accurate and precise materials, we at Acacia Tutoring are still human, these 
documents may contain errors or omissions, if you find any and wish to help, please contact Jason at info@acaciatutoring.com.au .
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