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Academic Milestones: 

Term 1: 
Subject Deepening: More in-depth exploration of subjects introduced in Year 7, with increased 
complexity in tasks and assignments. 
Skill Development: Focus on enhancing literacy and numeracy skills through targeted lessons and 
activities. 
Goal Setting: Revisit and adjust academic goals set in Year 7, with emphasis on personal growth 
and subject-specific targets. 

Term 2: 
NAPLAN Preparation: If Year 8 is when NAPLAN is conducted, there will be a focus on test-taking 
strategies, revising core subjects like Maths and English. 
School Competitions: Engaging in debates, quizzes, or coding competitions to foster critical 
thinking and teamwork. 
Career Exploration: Introduction to various career paths through guest speakers or career days. 

Term 3: 
NAPLAN Testing: If applicable, this term will be significant for literacy and numeracy assessments. 
Community Involvement: Projects might involve community service or environmental initiatives, 
linking learning to real-world impact. 
Enhanced Projects: Second major project of the year, possibly interdisciplinary, requiring more 
research and presentation skills. 

Term 4: 
End-of-Year Assessments: More formal assessments that build on earlier work, potentially with 
mock exams to prepare for senior years. 
Cultural and Sports Events: Participation in school festivals, sports days, or arts productions, 
emphasising team spirit and personal development. 
Reflection: Structured reflection on the year's learning, achievements, and areas for improvement in 
preparation for Year 9. 
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Study Schedule: 

Daily: 
Homework: Extend time to 1-1.5 hours per day for core subjects, focusing on quality over quantity, 
ensuring understanding rather than just completion. 
Revision: Quick reviews of what was learned that day to enhance retention, about 10-15 minutes 
per subject. 

Weekly: 
Subject-Specific Study: Two sessions per week, focusing on different subjects each day (e.g., Maths 
on Monday, English on Wednesday), each session around 45 minutes to an hour. 
Study Groups: Continue with study groups, but now with roles or tasks to enhance group dynamics 
and individual accountability. 

Monthly: 
Performance Review: Reflect on tests, assignments, and feedback received, adjusting study 
strategies accordingly. 
Study Skills Workshops: More advanced techniques like mind mapping, summarising texts, or 
effective note-taking methods. 

Project Management Tips: 

More Complex Projects: 
Interdisciplinary Work: Projects that combine subjects, like a history project with a science 
component or an art project linked to literature. 
Research Skills: Teach how to use more varied sources, credibility assessment, and deeper analysis 
of information. 

Project Planning: 
Use of Timelines: Introduce students to timelines or basic project management tools to visualise 
project progression. 
Checklists with Deadlines: More detailed checklists that include deadlines for each task to 
promote time management. 

Presentation and Collaboration: 
Enhanced Public Speaking: Longer presentations, debates, or panel discussions to build 
confidence and improve communication skills. 
Team Roles: Define roles within project teams (e.g., leader, researcher, presenter) to teach 
leadership and cooperation. 
Peer and Self-Assessment: Regular feedback sessions where students assess their own work and 
that of their peers to learn from each other. 

This guide for Year 8 students aims to build on the foundational skills from Year 7, introducing more 
complexity and responsibility in academic work, while still supporting students' transition towards more 
independent learning and project-based education. 
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IMPORTANT: At Acacia Tutoring we believe all educational resources should be free, as 
education, is a fundamental human right and a cornerstone of an equitable society. By 
removing financial barriers, we ensure that all students, regardless of their 
socioeconomic background, have equal access to high-quality learning materials.  This 
inclusivity promotes fairness, helps bridge achievement gaps, and fosters a society 
where every individual can reach their full potential.  

Furthermore, free resources empower teachers and parents, providing them with tools 
to support diverse learners and improve outcomes across communities. Education 
benefits everyone, and making resources universally accessible ensures we build a more 
informed, skilled, and prosperous future for all.  

All documents are formatted as a .pdf file, and are completely FREE to use, print and 
distribute - as long as they are not sold or reproduced to make a profit.  

N.B. Although we try our best to produce high-quality, accurate and precise materials, we at Acacia Tutoring are still human, these 
documents may contain errors or omissions, if you find any and wish to help, please contact Jason at info@acaciatutoring.com.au .
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